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Week Ending Friday, February 3, 1989 


Remarks at the Swearing-In Ceremony 
for Elizabeth Hanford Dole as 
Secretary of Labor 


January 30, 1989 


The President. Well, first, my respects to 
the former Secretaries of Labor who are 
here. Secretary Usery I know is here and 
Secretary McLaughlin, Secretary Brock, and 
I hope [’m not missing others—maybe 
they’re there. So, I bid welcome to all of 
you, certainly to our new Secretary Eliza- 
beth Dole and her mother and others that 
are here with us today—certainly to her 
husband, Bob Dole, who is with us up here. 
And, Reverend, thank you, sir, for those 
lovely, lovely words of prayer. Actually, I’ve 
been planning to come over to the Labor 
Department since last year to play it safe. I 
figured if I won the election I want to be 
here for Elizabeth’s swearing-in and if I lost 
the election I'd come by to fill out an un- 
employment form. [Laughter] 

But I’ve come here to introduce the new 
Secretary of Labor, something that I did 
back in 1985, when Bill Brock took his 
office, which he did so well. And then last 
year, I was a guest of Ann McLaughlin here 
in the building. So, I have some familiarity 
with your work. I’d be remiss if I—as I look 
around this crowd—if I didn’t single out 
Lane Kirkland and say how pleased I am 
that he’s here to welcome our new Secre- 
tary, too. You’ve heard of Elizabeth Dole. 
[Laughter] She obviously will be my top 
adviser on labor issues per se. And I will 
also call upon her advice as counsel, as a 
key policy adviser on my economic team, 
because, indeed, the economic side of the 
labor issue is tremendously important. 

To the people of this Department: You do 
touch the lives of virtually every American. 
And if at times you feel like you’re taken 
for granted, let me just say whether you’re 
the newest clerk-typist who just started or 
whether, like Jim Taylor—[{/aughter]. Now, 
where is Jim? Is he here? There he is, right 
there. You’ve got to see this guy. He’s been 


here since the days of Secretary Frances 
Perkins—{/aughter|—and it looks like he’s 
still running about 10 miles a day, too. 
[Laughter] 

Mr. Taylor. It’s my second wind. 

The President. That’s good. But there’s 
something about Jim’s being here and new 
people, as well, to show the continuity of 
this Department. But let me just say some- 
times, I expect, you wonder if people care. 
I want you to know that this President does 
not take you for granted and never will. 
And when people need you, you have been 
there. And what you do in the Labor De- 
partment is a good example of the many 
different ways in which government serves 
the American people. From enforcing child 
labor laws to protecting retirement pension 
rights, from job training to workers com- 
pensation, you look out for the working 
people of America. 

And I want this administration to be 
about working people. Part of that will 
come from excellence and responsiveness in 
government. Part of that will be holding 
the line on taxes so working people, like 
you and the people you serve, can keep 
more of the money that you earn. Part of it 
will be a new voluntarism: people helping 
people. And I know a great many of you on 
your own time do work for your churches 
and in your communities and for charities. 
And I want to thank you, and I want to 
encourage everybody to be involved in this 
kind of work. From long talks with Eliza- 
beth Dole, I know of her commitment to 
this whole concept of American helping 
American. 

I believe in government service. I believe 
that it plays a vital role. But it must comple- 
ment individual service. And nothing can 
replace personal commitment, both in our 
jobs and in our private lives. Many people 
look to you, the people in government, to 
do all things and solve all problems. Well, I 
think as a people we need to renew our 
sense of commitment, to take greater re- 
sponsibility not only for ourselves but for 
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one another. John Kennedy challenged us 
to ask ourselves what we could do for our 
country. And let us also each day ask: What 
can I do for another person? How can I 
make someone else’s load a little lighter? 
How can I help to go a little farther? How 
can I be a friend to someone lonely or a 
comfort to someone in pain? Each of us can 
make this a kinder and gentler nation just 
by the way we treat one another each day. 

I believe in government that is excellent 
and people who are compassionate. I think 
of the mine safety experts from this Depart- 
ment who after the Mexican earthquake 
were able, with their special skills to find 
people—still alive—who had been trapped 
under the rubble. But I also think of the 
secretary who after a day at the office takes 
that time to volunteer and help a child in 
the neighborhood learn how to read. 

Now, the position of Secretary of Labor is 
a very important one, and our outgoing 
Secretary, Ann McLaughlin, certainly left 
big shoes to fill. All of you have been doing 
an excellent job in so many ways, and 
there’s a lot to feel good about on the labor 
front. The economy is growing, producing 
jobs and opportunity. Those of you handling 
unemployment claims can see those rolls 
going down, and I want to keep it that way 
with sound economic policies. 

But there are important tasks that lie 
ahead, and I don’t think that the working 
people could hope to have a greater cham- 
pion than Elizabeth Dole. She is smart. She 
is effective. She cares deeply about people. 
You know, earlier in her career she worked 
as a lawyer. Her first case—not exactly pro- 
found, nor did it reach the Supreme 
Court—{/aughter|—was to defend a fellow 
accused of annoying animals in the zoo. 
[Laughter] He was charged with, among 
other things, patting a lion. [Laughter] Eliz- 
abeth won the case—{laughter|—arguing 
that “without the lion in court as a witness 
there was no way to tell whether or not he 
was annoyed by that.” [Laughter] 

Secretary of Labor Dole. How did you 
find out about that? 

The President. So, you can see that early 
on she made a career out of standing up for 
the little fellow against the lion. [Laughter] 
And at the Federal Trade Commission, and 
again at the White House, she showed real 
leadership and effectiveness. And in her 4% 
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years in the Cabinet, she distinguished her- 
self. She was our longest serving Secretary 
in the Department of Transportation and 
certainly one of the best. And she took the 
lead on transportation safety, and she made 
a valuable contribution to her country—to 
our country. And I know that she will do a 
great job over here working with all of you. 

America faces important challenges as we 
prepare the work force for tomorrow. 
There will be jobs in abundance, but we’ll 
have to make sure that our workers have 
the skills that they need to fill those jobs 
with excellence. We have a new generation 
of workers, a new generation of families, 
who are finding new ways of balancing the 
responsibilities of the workplace and the 
home. And there are new competitive 
forces in the world economy that demand a 
commitment to excellence from every 
American worker so we can continue to 
lead America into the next century. 

I can think of no one better qualified to 
head the Department of Labor during this 
exciting challenge than Elizabeth Dole. 
And, Elizabeth, it will be a great pleasure 
to have you in my Cabinet. And now, we’re 
going to watch you take the oath of office 
one more time. Congratulations. 


[At this point, Secretary of Labor Dole was 
sworn in. | 


Secretary of Labor Dole. Thank you very 
much, ladies and gentlemen. What a joy to 
see you all here today. 

Mr. President, thank you for your gra- 
cious remarks, for your expression of confi- 
dence, and for the opportunity to serve the 
most valuable resource this country has: its 
people—the American work force. 

And as Secretary McLaughlin and Secre- 
tary Brock, Secretary Usery—all who made 
such enormous and positive contributions to 
our nation—to Lane Kirkland and other 
leaders of labor who are here today; to our 
Members of Congress, who have been kind 
enough to take time to join us; to my minis- 
ter, Edward Bauman; my Harvard law class- 
mate, Chief Judge Judith Rogers; and to 
each of you—my family; my husband, of 
course; my friends; my coworkers and col- 
leagues—I just thank you—a_ heartfelt 
thanks for joining me in an occasion that, of 
course, is very special to me today. 
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Like you, Mr. President, I have built my 
life on the ideal of public service. And this 
opportunity represents to me much more 
than a job or a career choice; rather, it’s a 
personal commitment akin to a special call- 
ing. The mission of the Department of 
Labor is well-known and very clear: to 
foster, promote, and to develop the welfare 
of working men and women. How we 
define and fulfill that mission will help de- 
termine America’s place in the 21st centu- 
ry. The policies, programs, and regulatory 
responsibilities of this Department are front 
and center in assuring the continued 
growth of the American economy and a 
vital increase in our productivity and the 
ability of the United States to compete ef- 
fectively on a global basis. 

Demographic projections indicate that 
our work force will grow at a much slower 
pace than in the past. In a tight labor 
market, for American businesses to compete 
successfully abroad, they must first compete 
successfully for workers at home. This is 
good news for U.S. working men and 
women. It means that issues once defined 
as social problems will be dealt with more 
out of economic necessity. In tighter labor 
markets, employers cannot afford to dis- 
criminate. They can’t afford to put workers 
at health and safety risk. In tighter labor 
markets, they cannot afford to ignore work- 
ers’ obligations to family. Employers who do 
will simply lose out to employers who don’t. 
Just a week ago, in my confirmation hear- 
ing, I stressed that the goal of the Depart- 
ment of Labor must be to coordinate a 
strategy of growth-plus; that’s continued 
economic growth plus policies to help those 
for whom the jobs of the future are now out 
of reach because of the skills gap or because 
of family pressures or due to a lack of sup- 
portive policies. 

With the talents of the outstanding civil 
servants of this Department, I believe that 
we can get the job done in five broad areas: 
first, ensuring. that American workers are 
the world’s best trained and most highly 
skilled, placing special emphasis on the dis- 
advantaged; second, developing policies 
that make work and family complementary; 
third, establishing sound and comprehen- 
sive pension and retirement policies; fourth, 
seeing to it that the American workplace is 
as safe, as healthy, and as secure as we can 


possibly make it; and fifth, encouraging 
management and labor to continue to move 
beyond confrontation and conflict, to work 
together on behalf of interests held in 
common. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we have a chance 
to fulfill a dream: that every person in 
America who wants a good job can have a 
good job if they have the proper skills. We 
don’t have unlimited funds, which means 
we must make those funds we do have 
work for us. But it won’t be enough to be 
efficient if we’re not effective. If we think 
big, if we select the right goals, if we target 
our initiative, if we work smart—in short, if 
we redouble our efforts without duplicating 
our efforts—we can assure that all of our 
people get their foot on the first rung of 
that economie ladder. And what could be 
more effective in the war on drugs, alcohol- 
ism, crime, and poverty, than a good job? 

The ideal of independence has always 
been one of the cornerstones of the Ameri- 
can experience. And today we're here to 
celebrate the independence, the strength, 
the self-reliance, and the sense of purpose 
that only meaningful work can provide. 

What a joy it was for me this morning to 
hear a Job Corps graduate and Department 
of Labor employee, Lois Best, introduce the 
President of the United States. And to lay 
my hand and take my oath on a Bible held 
by Tony Bond, President of the Potomac 
Job Corps class. And I just might add, Tony, 
that that Bible is one of my most cherished 
possessions. It belonged to my grandmother 
who lived to within 2 weeks of her 100th 
birthday. Imagine that 2 more weeks, she 
would have been 100 years old. And she 
was a beautiful woman of great faith. To 
have so many students from Potomac and 
Chesapeake Job Corps Centers with us 
today brings an extra measure of excite- 
ment to Job Corps’ 25th anniversary. With 
over 100 centers nationwide, this partner- 
ship of business, labor, and government has 
touched the lives of well over a million 
young men and women and made them 
part of a great American success story. 

It’s time to add new chapters to that suc- 
cess story. Two-thirds of the work force of 
the year 2000 is already on the job. Those 
trying to balance work and family deserve 
our support. Those who are older and who 
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wish to work, but face barriers to reentry, 
we must enlist. Those who’ve been dislocat- 
ed as jobs change, we must retrain. Our 
challenge will be to reach more of our 
people, whether young, old, disadvantaged, 
dual-career, or disabled, to give them the 
skills and the support they need so they can 
seize their share of prosperity and help to 
create more of it. 

Yes, we have within our reach the fulfill- 
ment of a long-awaited dream: that every 
American who wants a good job can have a 
good job. But this is not a visionary idea: It’s 
a practical challenge, a challenge for each 
of us in this Department. Our government’s 
strength lies in the quality of those who do 
their jobs outside the headlines and without 
great fanfare. As John Gardner has said: 
“Democracy is measured not by its leaders 
doing extraordinary things but by its citi- 
zens doing ordinary things extraordinarily 
well.” I was told, and I’m convinced, that 
Department of Labor employees are a 
strong team of men and women dedicated 
to doing their job extraordinarily well. With 
their help, Mr. President, and by working 
with a vital new generation of young 
people like these Job Corps members, by 
working with the Congress, with labor, with 
schools, private enterprise and community 
groups, by coordinating carefully with other 
Federal departments and State and local 
government, by working together as people 
of indomitable purpose and collective will, 
we can build a culture of high expectations, 
and we can surely help fulfill those expecta- 
tions. I’m confident that we can advance 
from the promise of full employment to the 
promise of fulfilling employment for every 
working man and woman in this great 
nation. And I believe there can be no 
higher calling as we approach the 21st cen- 
tury. 

Thank you, each of you, for being here 
today, and God bless you all. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. in 
the Great Hall at the Department of Labor. 
In his remarks, he referred to Edward 
Bauman, pastor of Foundry Methodist 
Church; Lane Kirkland, president of the 
American Federation of Labor-Congress of 
Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO); and 
James F. Taylor, an employee of the Depart- 
ment of Labor since 1941. 
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Remarks to the Crew of the U.S.S. 
America and Naval Shipyard 
Employees in Norfolk, Virginia 
January 31, 1989 


Admiral Dunleavy, thank you very much, 
sir, for that welcome to America, and thank 
all of you for that response. Admiral Trost, 
and to our Secretary of the Navy, and all 
involved in this wonderful day, J say thank 
you. I want to single out to Members of 
Congress who are here, many members of 
the Armed Services Committee, and others 
who’ve been strong backers—have a strong 
military for this country, and I’m delighted 
to see them here. I’m pleased to be on one 
of the greatest ships in the world, with a 
crew that knows the meaning of the words, 
“my ship, my country,” the crew of the 
America. 

You know, as an old carrier pilot, today is 
a very special day for me—the Admiral 
touching on that. I can’t help thinking of 
the carrier I once sailed on, the U.S.S. San 
Jacinto, namesake of which is right next 
door here. Carriers weren’t as big in those 
days. Technology was very different: 
narrow deck; slower planes; strictly visual 
contact with the LSO, the landing signal 
officer; no electronics. But some things 
stayed the same. And Admiral Dunleavy 
touched on it; and I’ve, as Vice President, 
had a chance to visit the fleet. And you 
can’t help but sense that same spirit of ca- 
maraderie, devotion to duty, patriotism, 
service to country. We knew then, in those 
days, just as you know now, how much we 
owed to the men and women in the bases, 
in the shipyards. And from the day of the 
Revolutionary-era sloops to the most 
modern supercarriers, none have written a 
prouder chapter in the history of the 
United States Navy than the Norfolk Naval 
Base. All over the world, those who love the 
sea and the ships that sail on it know that 
Norfolk, or Hampton Roads, if you will, 
stands for excellence: a national treasure. 
And let me just say to all assembled: We are 
going to keep it that way. 

My visit today is the final stop on what 
you might call an Inaugural trip. For the 
past several days I’ve been visiting with the 
men and women who are my colleagues in 
service to our nation, from senior appoint- 
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ments in the administration to rank-and-file 
civil servants. Most are outstanding. Most 
do a superb job. But still you might say, 
with no disrespect to others, that I’ve saved 
for last those whose service demands the 
most. And I mean you, the men and women 
who keep our ships and guard our shores, 
the men and women who serve with the 
Armed Forces of the United States. 


In the months ahead, I'll be taking a 
great deal of time to talk about service, not 
service that is compelled but service that is 
given freely and openly, the service of the 
strong heart and the questing soul. I will 
speak about those who give their time and 
love to their communities, to help those 
who cannot fully help themselves. Long ago 
it was written that the quality of mercy is 
not strained, and I will speak of those who 
dedicate a portion of their lives to mercy 
for humanity. And I'll speak about you, for 
in a way that every American knows and 
every man, woman and child in our land 
salutes. You stand here today setting an ex- 
ample for our nation’s standard of service. 


And let me start right now by recogniz- 
ing one of your own, your Sailor of the 


Year, Aviation Ordinanceman Ist Class 
Joseph Robinson. Joseph was awarded this 
honor for two reasons: first, for his contribu- 
tions to the running of this ship. But Joseph 
has also been recognized for his contribu- 
tions to his community, where he helped 
establish a Neighborhood Watch—called it a 
watch program and devoted over 100 hours 
to its success. Now, Joseph is right here, and 
if you'll come forward, sir, I'd be proud to 
shake your hand and present you with a 
letter of commendation. Congratulations. 


What a wonderful example for us all. All 
of you keep the peace on the frontiers of 
freedom around the world. And in every 
corner of the globe, millions recognize you, 
and the flag you carry is their symbol of 
hope. And, yes, wherever you go, you take 
America and all it represents with you; and 
you do it with a pride and dedication that 
few have ever matched. I know some say 
that it’s just a job. But when a sailor must 
put to sea for 6 months or more at a time 
and come home to find that a child who 
could barely crawl, can walk and say a few 
words, that’s more than a job—that is serv- 
ice and, more importantly, sacrifice. When 


a soldier spends long hours on cold night’s 
sentry duty at the DMZ or at Checkpoint 
Charlie in Berlin, he’s not just filling a job, 
but he’s answering the call of service. And 
the mechanic who inspects the plane’s 
engine or ship’s power plant one last time 
and makes double and triple sure that 
every screw, every hose, every weld is as it 
should be, that mechanic is dedicating him- 
self or herself not simply to a job but to a 
concept of service to country that is the 
highest in the world. Around the world, 
others have seen and know what your dedi- 
cation to service means. 

You remember, maybe, last year the 
Soviet Union’s top military man at the time, 
Marshal Akhromeyev, visited the United 
States. He spent a day on a carrier, not 
unlike yours, as it went through exercises in 
these waters. And he visited installations 
across our nation. And he saw much of the 
amazing weaponry and machinery in our 
arsenal, and when he finally came to visit 
the White House, he let it be known that 
he was impressed. And what most im- 
pressed him was not our miraculous tech- 
nology or incredible firepower but the en- 
listed men and women that he had met on 
these tours. He couldn’t believe that we 
gave our enlisted men and women jobs that 
only officers would be permitted to handle 
in his own military. He couldn’t believe the 
obvious dedication of America’s enlisted 
men and women to their jobs, their knowl- 
edge of the machinery they handled and 
their readiness and ability to answer ques- 
tions. In short, he couldn’t believe your 
dedication to service. 


I know you’ve heard it from your parents. 
Those of you who are married have heard it 
from your husbands or wives and from your 
children; but it goes from everyone across 
the country. Let me just say that we are all 
very, very proud of you and of the job 
you're doing. 

In the years ahead, I want to make sure 
that those who build our ships, planes, and 
weapons live up to the standards of service 
and dedication and duty that this crew and 
this base has set. 


I’ve been inside a submerged submarine 
while depth charges were going off all 
around it. And I know what it’s like to hear 


139 





Jan. 31 / Administration of George Bush, 1989 


the vessel strain and shake and pray to God 
that the people in charge of buying and 
building cared as much about the vessel as 
you do. And I believe that the overwhelm- 
ing majority of procurement officers and 
defense contractors do care that much. And 
I am determined to make sure that every 
single one of them does. 


My message to them will be just this 
simple: Don’t think it’s just anyone out 
there. Think it’s your son or daughter and 
remember that their lives depend on the 
things you make. And if you’re not ready to 
care that much and work that hard, you are 
not ready to do business with the United 
States Government. 


Let me give you an example: cost over- 
runs. Overruns didn’t start just yesterday. 
The first dry dock ever built for our Navy is 
still operating, I’m told, not far from here, 
in this yard. And it was finished more than 
a century and a half ago. And the actual 
final cost was three times the original esti- 
mate. But even if overruns are not new, 
they are still wrong and hurt the national 
security, particularly when budgets are 
tight. We want tighter controls and higher 
standards in weapons procurement, and we 
will get tighter controls and higher stand- 
ards in weapons procurement. You deserve 
the very best equipment and weapons. You 
are getting them most of the time now, and 
we’re determined that you will get them all 
of the time. 


And one other thing: I am determined to 
expand the national consensus that is neces- 
sary for proper support for our nation’s de- 
fense. Ill do this because the first bulwark 
of our national defense is our national will. 
And if our will is ruptured, our ship of state 
cannot sail, or at least sail safely. I firmly 
believe that the vital first step to broaden- 
ing our national consensus on defense is to 
wring the last drop of waste and misman- 
agement out of the way we buy our weap- 
ons. And that’s what we intend to do. It’s 
what you might call my bond to you. When 
a family sends a son or husband to sea or to 
boot camp or to flight school to defend our 
nation, they are making a sacrifice, and it is 
a great and noble sacrifice. Think of all the 
good all those sacrifices added up to togeth- 
er and what they have meant around the 
world in the last few years. 
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When the record of our time is finally 
written, I hope it will be the story of the 
final triumph of peace and freedom 
throughout the globe, the story of the sun- 
rise in the day of mankind’s age-old aspira- 
tions. And on that day, Who were the 
heroes, generations to come will askP Who 
drove the chariots of fire across the sky? 
Who brought the day to the Earth? And the 
answer will be you. During the next 4 
years, I will not be just your Commander in 
Chief but your friend. And together we will 
work to spin the gossamer thread of human 
dreams into a sturdy fabric of peace that 
will last for generations to come. 


Thank you for your incredible service to 
this, the greatest, freest, and most wonder- 
ful country on the face of the Earth. God 
bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:01 a.m. on 
the landing deck of the U.S.S. America. He 
was introduced by Adm. Richard Dunleavy, 
Commander of Naval Air Forces, Atlantic 
Fleet. In his opening remarks, the President 
referred to Adm. Carlisle A.H. Trost, Chief 
of Naval Operations, and Secretary of the 
Navy William L. Ball III. 


Message on the Observance of National 
Afro-American (Black) History Month, 
February 1989 


February 1, 1989 


Since 1976, the month of February has 
been designated National Black History 
Month, a time for all Americans to cele- 
brate the rich heritage of Afro-Americans 
and their contributions to our nation. 


Despite first slavery and then segrega- 
tion, Afro-Americans have overcome seem- 
ingly insurmountable odds to be at the cut- 
ting edge of change and progress in Ameri- 
can society. From the winning of Independ- 
ence—when Crispus Attucks gave his life in 
the Boston Massacre and Benjamin Ban- 
neker helped draw the plans for our na- 
tion’s capital—to the present day, Black 
Americans have played a vital role in the 





development of the United States. One 
thinks of Dr. Daniel Hale Williams perform- 
ing the first successful heart surgery and of 
George Washington Carver revolutionizing 
southern agriculture with his countless in- 
novations. 


There have been so many more. This 
month gives us all a chance to reflect on 
how much Afro-Americans have contribut- 
ed, a chance to learn from the past in order 
to look confidently toward a new century, 
with a commitment to lasting harmony be- 
tween the races and a bright future for 
Americans of every background. 


Barbara joins me in commending all of 
you for your observance of Black History 
Month 1989, and in sending you our best 
wishes. 


George Bush 


Nomination of Kenneth Winston Starr 
To Be Solicitor General of the United 
States 


February 1, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Kenneth Winston Starr to 
be Solicitor General of the United States. 
He would succeed Charles Fried. 


Since 1983 Judge Starr has been a judge 
of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia. Prior to this he was Counselor 
to the Attorney General at the Department 
of Justice, 1981-1983. He was an associate 
partner with Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher in 
Washington, DC, 1977-1981, and a law 
clerk to Chief Justice Warren E. Burger of 
the U.S. Supreme Court in Washington, 
DC, 1975-1977. From 1974 to 1975, Judge 
Starr was an associate with Gibson, Dunn & 
Crutcher in Los Angeles, CA. 


Judge Starr graduated from George 
Washington University (B.A., 1968), Brown 
University (M.A., 1969), and Duke Universi- 
ty (J.D., 1973). He was born July 21, 1946, 
in Vernon, TX. He is married and has two 
children. 
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White House Statement on John W. 
Vessey, Jr., Special Presidential 
Emissary to Hanoi for POW/MIA 
Affairs 


February 1, 1989 


The President has asked General John W. 
Vessey, Jr., USA, Ret., to continue in his 
role as Special Presidential Emissary to 
Hanoi for POW/MIA affairs. General 
Vessey has served in this capacity since 
being named to the position by President 
Reagan in February 1987. 

Beginning with his initial visit to Hanoi in 
August 1987, General Vessey’s efforts have 
resulted in substantial progress in resolving 
this pressing humanitarian issue and ending 
the uncertainty for the families of our miss- 
ing in Southeast Asia. The President is 
pleased that General Vessey has agreed to 
continue to serve his country in this posi- 
tion of great importance to all of us. 


Remarks at the Annual National Prayer 
Breakfast 


February 2, 1989 


My special thanks to Bob Stump and 
Doug Coe, to our honored guests through- 
out this country and from our foreign lands, 
and it is a pleasure for Barbara and me to 
be here once again. 

There is no greater peace than that 
which comes from prayer and no greater 
fellowship than to join in prayer with 
others. And coming to the prayer breakfast 
is, for us at least, like coming home. The 
Lord works in mysterious ways. There is 
nothing mysterious, however, about His pri- 
orities. I’m the one with the laryngitis, and 
Sandy Patti is the one that lifted our spirits 
with that magnificent voice, clear as the 
finest crystal. We’re grateful to her. And 
the Lord works in very mysterious ways, 
but I wonder why it is that under the proto- 
col sense of things I always have to follow 
my friend Al Simpson. [Laughter] 

Let us all thank the Lord for having 
granted us this day, making it possible for 
us to spend this time together. Billy 
Graham, my dear friend, tells me that when 
he was a boy living on a farm in North 
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Carolina one of his jobs was milking cows. 
And one day he was sent out to milk one of 
their cows named Brindle, a cow he’d 
never milked before. And he was told that 
it was a gentle cow, that it would be very 
cooperative. When he sat down on the stool 
to milk the cow, she switched her tail, 
slapped him in the face, nearly put his eye 
out, a few minutes later kicked the bucket 
all the way across the barn, and then tried 
to kick him. And at that point, he began to 
wonder if the person who described this 
kind and gentle cow had ever sat down 
next to her in the barn. [Laughter] And I’ve 
thought of that story in the light of my 
request for America to become a kinder 
and gentler nation. It’s one thing to request 
it, and it’s another thing to see it actually 
happen. And maybe a lot of folks out there, 
cynics, are thinking, Well, if you people in 
Washington will stop trying to milk us, we'll 
stop kicking. [Laughter] 


But we’re facing some serious opportuni- 
ties and some great opportunities in our 
country—tough problems and great oppor- 
tunities. And I believe that a wonderful re- 
source in dealing with them is prayer—not 
just prayer for what we want but prayer for 
what is in the heart of God for us individ- 
ually and as a nation. And shouldn’t we also 
remember, with all that we have to be 
grateful for, to pause each day to offer a 
prayer of thanksgiving. All of us should not 
attempt to fulfill the responsibilities we now 
have without prayer and a strong faith in 
God. Abraham Lincoln said: “I’ve been 
driven many times to my knees by the 
overwhelming conviction that I have no- 
where else to go.” Surely he was not the 
first President, certainly not the last, to re- 
alize that. 


It’s not just Presidents. I heard about a 
little boy whose elderly grandmother came 
to live with them for the winter. And the 
first day the little boy played hard inside 
the house, and he wanted to turn the heat 
down. But grandmother insisted on keeping 
it high. And when he opened the windows, 
she closed them. And for several days it 
went on like this, up and down, back and 
forth, with the little boy too hot and the 
grandmother too cold. After about a week, 
the little boy knelt beside his bed one night 
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and prayed, “Lord, bless mother and daddy, 
and make it hot for grandmother.” [Laugh- 
ter] 

Well, I suppose there may be some 
people in Washington, around the country, 
who have already begun to pray, “Make it 
hot for George.” [Laughter] Those prayers 
will be answered over time. Be patient. 
[Laughter] But I can also tell you from my 
heart that I freely acknowledge my need to 
hear and to heed the voice of Almighty 
God. I began my Inaugural Address with a 
prayer out of a deep sense of need and 
desire of God’s wisdom in the decisions we 
face. And if we’re to walk together toward 
a more caring, more generous America, let 
us all share in paving the way with prayer. 

Thank you all, and God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:18 a.m. in 
the International Crystal Ballroom at the 
Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, 
he referred to Representative Bob Stump; 
Doug Coe, an associate of the National 
Prayer Breakfast Movement; gospel singer 
Sandy Patti; Senator Alan K. Simpson; and 
evangelist Billy Graham. 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita of 
Japan 

February 2, 1989 


The President. Mr. Prime Minister, ladies 
and gentlemen, let me begin by expressing 
once again on behalf of the American 
people the condolences on the passing of 
Emperor Showa, a most gentle man of 
great learning. And I look forward to calling 
on the new Emperor when I visit Japan 


later this month. 
It has been a pleasure and honor for Bar- 


bara and me to welcome you, Mr. Prime 
Minister, Mr. Takeshita, to the White 
House. You are one of our first official visi- 
tors, and this reflects the importance I 
place on the relations between our two 
countries, the strength of our nations’ ties, 
and the promise that our relationship holds 
for the future of the world. 

Two weeks ago, here in Washington, the 
United States conducted a ritual that spoke 
of both continuity and change. For the 41st 





time in 200 years, the United States swore 
in a new President. And in the transition 
from one President to the next, we Ameri- 
cans reaffirmed the strength of our democ- 
racy and our commitment to values on 
which it was built. Japan and the world can 
count on the United States to continue to 
work for peace, democracy, freedom, and 
justice around the world. The scope of 
America’s vision is global, and we will con- 
tinue to shoulder the obligations that 
belong to a global power. 

Continuity will also be the mark of rela- 
tions between the United States and Japan. 
On occasion, we may have differences, but 
these are the differences of friends. And in 
the last 40 years, our two nations have been 
truly close friends. The peace and prosperi- 
ty we both enjoy today are among the fruits 
of that friendship. Simply put: We respect 
one another. We need one another. And we 
will continue to work together for the good 
of our peoples and of all humanity. 

During this visit, the Prime Minister and 
I worked on the continuing business of the 
friendship between our countries. We con- 
firmed that the treaty of mutual security 
and cooperation is the foundation of our 
relationship. I noted the importance of 
allies assuming greater responsibilities in 
the cause of peace. The Prime Minister and 
I agreed that these responsibilities take 
many forms. In this regard, I applaud 
Japan’s pledge to make further significant 
increases in Overseas Development Assist- 
ance programs. At the same time, we be- 
lieve that the most powerful engine for eco- 
nomic development and growth—in fact, 
the only engine that works—is the entrepre- 
neur, large and small. And entrepreneur- 
ship is a product not of massive aid pack- 
ages but of free and open economies that 
do not carry crushing burdens of taxation 
and regulation and that maintain the rule of 
law, including contract and property law. 

Along these lines, we agreed on the im- 
portance of supporting democracy and sus- 
tained growth and reform in the Philip- 
pines. Toward this end, we pledge to make 
every effort to launch the Multilateral As- 
sistance Initiative for the Philippines this 
year. 

The Prime Minister and I reviewed the 
progress our nations have achieved in 
bringing our economies into better balance 
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and in further opening our markets to each 
other’s goods and services. We also recog- 
nize the need for continued policy efforts in 
these areas. The Prime Minister reaffirmed 
Japan’s determination to promote strong 
domestic growth and _ structural adjust- 
ments. And I told him that I am deter- 
mined to reduce our budget deficit. 

In the area of multilateral cooperation, 
we agreed that we would continue to co- 
ordinate policies through established set- 
tings, especially the economic summit. We 
will look forward to the next summit meet- 
ing, which will be held in Paris. We also 
agreed on the importance for continued 
global prosperity of a successful Uruguay 
round. And we agreed on the importance of 
frequent consultation at all levels on eco- 
nomic issues. 

All in all, our talks were positive and 
forthright, befitting close allies. The Prime 
Minister and I first met some time ago, and 
this week’s meetings have helped us 
become even better acquainted. We’ve laid 
the groundwork for close cooperation, as 
we deal with the issues and the opportuni- 
ties of the last decade of the 20th century. 

We're glad you came our way, sir. 

The Prime Minister. Thank you, Mr. 
President, for your heartwarming remarks. 
Mr. President, I wish to convey on behalf of 
the Japanese people my deepest apprecia- 
tion to the Government and people of the 
United States for their expression of sympa- 
thy and condolences on the demise of Em- 
peror Showa. The people of Japan are also 
deeply touched that you and Mrs. Bush will 
attend the funeral ceremony. . 

Mr. President, looking back upon the 43 
years since the end of the war, I am re- 
minded anew of the friendship and coop- 
eration the American people have consist- 
ently extended to us through the years. Mr. 
President, I am truly grateful that you have 
so graciously invited us to Washington at 
this busy time, so soon after your inaugura- 
tion. 

I appreciate the remarks you have just 
made on the thoughts we shared in our first 
meeting. Our first meeting was truly prom- 
ising in opening the perspective into our 
future. I believe it marked a new start for 
U.S.-Japan cooperation, which will serve to 
help ensure peace and prosperity for the 
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world, as we move towards the 21st centu- 
ry. Fortunately, the basis of our cooperative 
relationship is firm and sound. The Japan- 
U.S. security arrangement upon which this 
relationship rests has never been better. 
The successful solutions we have been able 
to achieve regarding bilateral economic 
issues have demonstrated the resilience of 
our relationship. Thus, through a dialog, 
issues between our two countries can be 
resolved. 

In sustaining noninflationary growth of 
the international economy and in reducing 
external imbalances in our economies, the 
President and I shared the view that macro- 
economic policy coordination is of crucial 
importance. I stated to the President that 
the Japanese economy will continue to 
grow through sirong domestic demand, that 
imports are expected to continue to in- 
crease, and that structure adjustment efforts 
will be further enhanced. The President 
stated that he will make determined efforts 
to reduce the budget deficit. 

The world faces a number of challenges, 
but is rich with promises. In your words: 
The new breeze is blowing. Mr. President, 
you and I share the conviction that now is 
the time for Japan and the United States to 
further strengthen policy coordination and 
to joint endeavors in order to create a 
better world. 

We will consult closely on our policies 
toward the Soviet Union, which offers new 
challenges and opportunities for East-West 
relations. We will work together to ensure 
peace and prosperity in Asia, the Middle 
East, Central and South America, and other 
parts of the world. We will work together 
to strengthen the free trading system and 
agree to cooperate closely for the progress 
of the Uruguay round negotiations. 

No nation can substitute the United 
States as the leader of the democracies 
around the world. I look to you, Mr. Presi- 
dent, for wise and firm leadership, and you 
will have my full support. For my part, I 
will continue to pursue my diplomatic goal 
of Japan contributing more to the world. 

Japan and the United States have a 
number of common tasks ahead. Together 
we must take those initiatives to solve the 
many problems facing our world. Our 
meeting today confirmed that if our two 
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peoples work together, hand in hand, there 
is nothing we cannot achieve. 
Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House. The 
Prime Minister spoke in Japanese, and his 
remarks were translated by an interpreter. 
Earlier, the President and the Prime Minis- 
ter met in the Oval Office and then attend- 
ed a luncheon in the Residence. 


Nomination of Richard R. Burt for the 
Rank of Ambassador While Serving as 
United States Negotiator for Strategic 
Nuclear Arms 


February 2, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Richard R. Burt for the 
rank of Ambassador during his tenure of 
service as United States Negotiator for Stra- 
tegic Nuclear Arms. He would succeed Ste- 
phen R. Hanmer. Since 1985 Mr. Burt has 
been Ambassador to the Federal Republic 
of Germany. Prior to this he was Assistant 
Secretary of State for European and Cana- 
dian Affairs, 1983-1985. He was Director of 
the Bureau of Politico-Military Affairs at the 
Department of State, 1981-1982. From 
1977 to 1980, he served as a correspondent 
for the New York Times in Washington, 
DC. He was also assistant director at the 
International Institute for Strategic Studies 
in London, England, 1975-1977. 

Mr. Burt graduated from Cornell Univer- 
sity (B.A., 1969) and Fletcher School of Law 
and Diplomacy (M.A., 1972). He was born 
February 3, 1947, in Sewell, Chile. He is 
married and has one child. 


Nomination of Edith E. Holiday To Be 
General Counsel for the Department of 
the Treasury 


February 2, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Edith E. Holiday to be 
General Counsel for the Department of the 





Treasury. She would succeed Mark Sullivan 
Il. 

Since 1988 Ms. Holiday has been an As- 
sistant Secretary (Public Affairs and Public 
Liaison) of the Department of the Treasury 
and Counselor to the Secretary. Prior to this 
she was chief counsel and national financial 
and operations director for the Bush-Quayle 
’88 Presidential campaign and served as di- 
rector of operations for George Bush for 
President. She was also special counsel for 
the Fund for America’s Future and Execu- 
tive Director for the Quadrennial Commis- 
sion on Executive, Legislative, and Judicial 
Salaries, 1984-1985. Ms. Holiday practiced 
law with the firm of Dow, Lohnes & Albert- 
son, 1983-1984 and with the firm of Reed, 
Smith, Shaw & McClay, 1977-1983. She also 
served as legislative director for then-U.S. 
Senator Nicholas F. Brady. 

Ms. Holiday graduated from the Universi- 
ty of Florida (B.S., 1974; J.D., 1977). She 
was born February 14, 1952, in Middle- 
town, OH. She is married to Terrence B. 
Adamson and currently resides in Atlanta, 
GA. 


Nomination of Ivan Selin To Be an 
Under Secretary of State 


February 2, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Ivan Selin to be Under 
Secretary of State for Management. He 
would succeed Ronald I. Spiers. 

Dr. Selin is the founder and chairman of 
the board for American Management Sys- 
tems, Inc., a computer systems, services, 
and consulting firm. From 1986 to 1988, 
Dr. Selin was a member of the Advisory 
Board on the U.S.S.R. and Eastern Europe 
at the National Academy of Sciences. Prior 
to this he was a member of the Board on 
Telecommunications and Computer Appli- 
cations at the National Academy of Sci- 
ences, 1985-1988. 

Dr. Selin graduated from Yale University 
(B.E., 1957; M.S., 1958; Ph.D., 1960). In 
1962 he also received a degree from the 
Université de Paris. 
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Nomination of Richard Thomas 
McCormack To Be an Under Secretary 
of State 


February 2, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Richard Thomas McCor- 
mack to be Under Secretary of State for 
Economic and Agricultural Affairs. He 
would succeed Allen Wallis. 

Since 1985 Ambassador McCormack has 
been the Permanent Representative of the 
United States to the Organization of Ameri- 
can States. Prior to this he was Assistant 
Secretary of State for Economic and Busi- 
ness Affairs, 1983-1985. He has also served 
as a Consultant on International Economics 
at the Department of State, 1981-1982. 

Ambassador McCormack graduated from 
Georgetown University (M.A., 1963) and the 
University of Friburg, Switzerland (Ph.D., 
1971). He was born March 6, 1941, in Brad- 
ford, PA. He is married and has two chil- 
dren. 


Nomination of Robert Michael Kimmitt 
To Be an Under Secretary of State 


February 2, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Robert Michael Kimmitt 
to be Under Secretary of State for Political 
Affairs. He would succeed Michael Hayden 
Armacost. 

Since October 1987 Mr. Kimmitt has 
been a partner with the law firm of Sidley 
& Austin in Washington, DC. Prior to this 
he was General Counsel for the Depart- 
ment of the Treasury, 1985-1987. He was 
Executive Secretary and General Counsel of 
the National Security Council at the White 
House, 1983-1985, and a member of the 
National Security Council, 1978-1983. In 
March 1988 Mr. Kimmitt was appointed by 
President Reagan to a 6-year term as a 
United States Member of the Panel of Arbi- 
trators of the International Centre for the 
Settlement of Investment Disputes. 

Mr. Kimmitt graduated from West Point 
in 1969. He served in the 173d Airborne 
Brigade in Vietnam, earning three Bronze 
Stars, the Purple Heart, the Air Medal, and 
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the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry. He is 
currently a lieutenant colonel in the Army 
Reserve. Mr. Kimmitt was born December 
19, 1947. He is married, has five children, 
and resides in Arlington, VA. 


Nomination of Reginald Bartholomew 
To Be an Under Secretary of State 
February 2, 1988 


The President today anounced his inten- 
tion to nominate Reginald Bartholomew to 
be Under Secretary of State for Coordinat- 
ing Security Assistance Programs. He would 
succeed Edward J. Derwinski. 

Since 1986 Ambassador Bartholomew has 
been the United States Ambassador to 
Spain. Prior to this he served as the United 
States Ambassador to Lebanon. He was Di- 
rector of the Bureau of Politico-Military Af- 
fairs at the Department of State in 1977 
and was detailed to the National Security 
Council at the White House, 1977-1979. 


From 1974 to 1977, he served as Deputy 
Director of Policy Planning Staff at the De- 
partment of State. 


Ambassador Bartholomew _ graduated 
from Dartmouth College (B.A., 1958) and 
the University of Chicago (M.A., 1960). He 
was born February 17, i936, in Portland, 
ME. He is married and has four children. 


Nomination of Morris Berthold Abram 
To Be United States Representative to 
the European Office of the United 
Nations 


February 2, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Morris Berthold Abram to 
be the Representative of the United States 
of America to the European Office of the 
United Nations, with the rank of Ambassa- 
dor. He would succeed Joseph Carlton Pe- 
trone. 

Since 1970 Mr. Abram has been a partner 
in the firm of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton 
& Garrison in New York City. Mr. Abram 
has been the chairman of the National Con- 
ference on Soviet Jewry, 1983 to present. 
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From 1984 to 1986, he was Vice Chairman 
of the Commission on Civil Rights. He 
served as a member of the President’s Com- 
mission for Study of Ethics in Medicine and 
Biomedicine and Behavioral Research, 
1979-1983, and Chairman of the Moreland 
Act Commission on Nursing Homes and 
Residential Facilities, 1975-1976. From 
1968 to 1970, Mr. Abram was president of 
Brandeis University in Waltham, MA. 

Mr. Abram graduated from the University 
of Georgia (A.B., 1938), the University of 
Chicago (J.D., 1940), Oxford University 
(Rhodes Scholar) (B.A., 1948; M.A., 1953), 
and Davidson College (LL.D., 1972). He 
was born June 19, 1918. He is married and 
has five children. 


Remarks on the Savings and Loan 
Crisis During a Meeting With 
Congressional Leaders 

February 3, 1989 


The President. While we have the quick 
exposure here, let me just thank you all, 
Mr. Speaker, Leader Mitchell, Dole, Bob 
Michel, for coming down here. This is a 
listening session. We’ve got a big problem 
in this savings and loan. There are no easy 
answers and no worrying about the blame— 
plenty to go around. I want to see the prob- 
lem solved. We’ve had a lot of consultation 
up on the Hill, and good consultation. And 
Treasury will come, I think, to meet with 
me tomorrow to present their views, but 
they’re not being presented here with this 
stacked deck. We need ideas. And if we’re 
overlooking something, we want to know 
what it is. 

But I think we all agree that it’s time to 
get on with the problem. And so, what I 
want to do this morning is simply ask your 
advice and listen. And whatever we come 
up with will not be popular. And I expect 
that whatever you come up with will not be 
popular. But we’ve got to get on and get 
the problem solved. And I appreciate your 
coming down here early to discuss this 
today, and then I'll be meeting, as I say, 
some more today. And then tomorrow I 
think we have more final recommendations. 
I'll go out with it publicly probably early 
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next week—I think that’s the plan—and see 
where we go from there. 

But, Speaker, if you can talk, you’re enti- 
tled a rebuttal. [Laughter] 

Speaker Wright. 'm not sure, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that any rebuttal is necessary. We’re 
here to listen, and we’re here to join with 
you in trying to find some creative solution 
to a very serious problem. 

Majority Leader Mitchell. 1 think the 
Speaker has expressed it for all of us, Mr. 
President. We want to work with you. This 
is a serious problem for the country; it’s not 
just for us. We’ve got to do the best we can 
to come up with the fairest, most efficient 
way to solve it. 

The President. Before we break up here 
to start on our consultations, let me say— 
and I think for everybody here—that the 
safety of those deposits is guaranteed, will 
continue to be guaranteed, and that there 
should be no feeling around the country 
that some solution will do anything to di- 
minish the credit of the United States being 
behind the deposits in the FSLIC [Federal 
Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation], 
FDIC [Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora- 
tion], whatever it is. And I thought I’d just 
take this occasion to make that statement. 

Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:04 a.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. In 
his opening remarks, the President referred 
to Jim Wright, Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives; George J. Mitchell and Robert 
Dole, Majority and Minority Leaders of the 
Senate, respectively; and Robert H. Michel, 
ranking minority member of the House of 
Representatives. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of these re- 
marks. 


Remarks at the Swearing-In Ceremony 
for Robert A. Mosbacher as Secretary of 
Commerce 


February 3, 1989 


The President. Thank you for that warm 
welcome. This is a very special occasion for 
me because, as most—I’d say please be 
seated, but—[/aughter|—I don’t think that 


would go over too well back there. What a 
wonderful, wonderful turnout for our new 
Secretary. But this is a special occasion. Bob 
Mosbacher and I have been friends for a 
quarter of a century—more. And I trust his 
advice. I respect what he’s accomplished in 
business. And I know he will be a very 
valuable member of our economic team. 

It’s also an honor for me to participate in 
this swearing-in in a hall that’s named after 
another dear friend of mine: Mac Baldrige. 
He was a tremendous Secretary of Com- 
merce, and I know he would have been so 
pleased to see that this Department, which 
meant so much to him, will be in such capa- 
ble hands. 

When what was then called the Depart- 
ment of Commerce and Labor, established 
back in 1903—Congressman Charles Coch- 
ran described what he believed were the 
ideal qualifications for the Secretary. He 
said: “Above everything, he should be a 
man of affairs, acquainted with the vast sub- 
ject with which he must deal, vigilant, en- 
terprising, resourceful, and possessed of the 
sagacity which distinguishes the American 
man of business from all others.” Well, 
ladies and gentlemen, those of you who 
know anything about Bob Mosbacher know 
that he fits that description to a tee. And 
he’s a savvy international businessman, an 
entrepreneur who built his own extraordi- 
narily successful business and kept it on 
solid footing even during tough economic 
times. He also is known as a world-class 
sailor—won_ international and national 
championships. And to use a sailing analogy, 
he will now take the helm at Commerce 
and help chart America’s economic course 
into a new era of prosperity. 

It’s Bob’s mission to foster, promote, and 
develop the foreign and domestic com- 
merce of the United States, a mission that’s 
easily stated, but not so easily executed. As 
Secretary, he will promote American ex- 
ports aggressively, continue our support of 
R&D—research and development—operate 
an export control program balanced be- 
tween safeguarding security and encourag- 
ing exports, responsibly manage our vast 
national fisheries resources, and play an im- 
portant role in this administration’s efforts 
to clean up the oceans and America’s coast- 
lines. I know that preserving and protecting 
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the environment is a special concern of Sec- 
retary Mosbacher’s. Bob will work with 
business to create innovative programs and 
achieve scientific breakthroughs in manu- 
facturing, transportation, communications, 
and other areas to guarantee that the 
United States maintains its leadership role 
in the world marketplace. 

Both Bob and I are committed to making 
America more competitive than ever 
before. Our businesses can compete with 
anyone, anywhere in the world, if we’re 
given a fair chance. Our commitment to 
free and fair trade will enable us to ensure 
that our trading partners respect our right 
to compete in their marketplace, while they 
compete fairly in ours. 

Bob has a big job ahead of him. But 
whether it’s trade or tourism or NOAA, or 
the Bureau of Standards, Minority Business 
Development, the Census—any of the im- 
portant areas of this Department—I know 
that he has a great team behind him, will- 
ing to give 100 percent. And one of the 
reasons I wanted to come here to the De- 
partment is to express my confidence in 
those of you who have worked as careers 
for the Federal Government. 

The growth of commerce, both nationally 
and internationally, is the key to guarantee- 
ing that America’s most productive and 
prosperous days are still ahead. As a fellow 
Texan said recently: “Bob Mosbacher is the 
right man to do the job that has to be 
done.” So, I came over here to wish him 
well—wish all of you well. 

Mr. Secretary, congratulations, good luck, 
and God bless you. 

And now Secretary [of State] Baker will 
do the honors. 


[At this point, Secretary of Commerce Mos- 
bacher was sworn in.} 


Secretary of Commerce Mosbacher. Mr. 
President, Secretary Baker, if I may digress 
for a second: two wonderful, wonderful 
Americans who this country is so proud of 
and so lucky to have, friends of over 30 
years. Thank you, sir—and, of course, my 
family and, of course, all of us who are 
going to work together, fellow employees of 
the Department of Commerce. I look for- 
ward with great enthusiasm to addressing 
the challenges and opportunities the Ameri- 
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can people have in several vital, important 
walks of our national life. 

Mr. President, on behalf of this Depart- 
ment of Commerce, we accept our mission. 
Of course, it’s a mission—and a major objec- 
tive of ours at this Department is to pro- 
mote our economic growth and competi- 
tiveness. We must ensure that trade is a 
two-way street for American business by ex- 
panding overseas markets for top U.S. goods 
and services while ensuring fair competition 
through effective enforcement of our trade 
laws. 

Another vitally important mission is to 
improve the beauty and quality of our 
oceans, shorelines, and estuaries. Our fine 
people in the National Oceanic and Atmos- 
pheric Administration—NOAA, as _ it’s 
known to all of you and now many of us— 
are already working vigorously at cleaning 
up our oceans. But of course, even though 
they’re working on this, more work can and 
must be done because we have been 
blessed with an abundance of beautiful nat- 
ural resources, including our oceans, estu- 
aries, our beaches, our shoreline; and we 
must do all in our power to preserve and 
protect these precious assets. 

Third, as an old sailor, I know how vitally 
important it is to keep our weather fore- 
casts accurate and our warnings early. You 
know, Mr. President, there are a lot of 
people in this country who view Willard 
Scott as our weatherman. [Laughter] But 
we in this Department know that NOAA is 
the bureau that serves as the provider of 
the meteorological data to the Nation’s 
weathermen, and so, we are really your 
weathermen. 

We must also enforce our national capa- 
bility to develop the best in modern tech- 
nology. We must pursue policies that will 
speed commercialization of technology. Our 
new technology administration will be in 
the forefront of this effort. Our colleagues 
in economic affairs must continue their dili- 
gent efforts to measure efficiently and accu- 
rately the successes and failings of our di- 
verse economy. In the same vein, we must 
ensure an accurate and fair census in 1990. 

A challenge? Sure, and a tough one. But 
to do anything less than to strive to succeed 
as never before would not be right. 





Finally, let me say, Mr. President, you 
have given us—and to me and to all of us 
here—a special assignment that is near and 
dear to your heart. We know this. Specifi- 
cally, we’re going to strengthen the Minori- 
ty Business Development Agency so that all 
Americans will have the fullest opportunity 
to participate and enjoy the great American 
dream. It’s important, and it must happen. 

I’m humbled by the challenges that lie 
before us and confident that together we 
will offer our hands to help achieve our 
President’s goals. As Reverend Parker said: 
“If we work together, all is possible.” 

Again, my thanks to you, sir, to the family 
I love, and to all of you. Together we can 
do the job. God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. in 
the Malcolm Baldrige Great Hall at the De- 
partment of Commerce. Reverend Diana 
Parker delivered the invocation. 


Remarks at a White House Luncheon 
for Business Leaders 


February 3, 1989 


The President. Ladies and gentlemen, 
thank you very, very much for being with 
us today. Before I make some remarks, I 
just want to introduce you to some of the 
people with whom I’m working here in the 
White House, with whom a lot of you will 
be interacting one way or another. 

I know you know our Secretary of Labor 
over here, Liddy Dole. Roger Porter is 
going to be doing a lot in our domestic 
policy. Over at this table is Bonnie 
Newman, who has got a major management 
responsibility in the White House. And 
Andy Card is the Deputy to the Chief of 
Staff. And Boyden Gray many of you have 
worked with in regulatory relief. He’s the 
General Counsel to the President and is 
heading a lot of the issues as it relates to 
ethics. Steve Studdert over here and Dave 
Demarest are in our outreach and our com- 
munications end of things. General Scow- 
croft most of you know—I don’t want to 
date him, but most of you know him from 
previous incarnations—{/aughter|—is the 
national security adviser. Richard Breeden 
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over here worked very closely with me in 
the past on regulatory matters. He’s now 
wrestling with the savings and loan prob- 
lem. So, if he looks discomforted, why, it 
wasn’t the food. [Laughter] Gregg Peters- 
meyer at this table, here from Colorado, 
back in the White House after quite a few 
years’ absence. But he is handling this con- 
cept of voluntarism, national service. I can’t 
see over here who we—oh, Marlin Fitz- 
water is our Press Secretary, and with him, 
Joe Hagin, fresh from Ohio, who is handling 
the scheduling. Michael Boskin is head of 
our Council of Economic Advisers. And 
Bobbie Kilberg, sitting over here, is part of 
our major outreach to the different commu- 
nities. And Jim Cicconi is the Staff Secre- 
tary that keeps everything moving inside 
the White House. And of course, on my left 
here is John Sununu, our Chief of Staff. And 
if I missed somebody, it’s the glare. [Laugh- 
ter] It’s not that I don’t know the names of 
the people with whom I work. [Laughter] 

But listen, I wanted to thank you all for 
being here. It’s great to see so many old 
friends. Having made my living in the hy- 
drocarbon business—that’s a polite name for 
what’s left of the oil business—{laughter]—I 

, have some appreciation of what some of 
you all face in business. 

And today we’re in the midst of a long 
peacetime economic recovery. Productivity 
is up. Real family income is up. A higher 
percentage—you know this litany—percent- 
age of the work force at work than any 
time in history and a lot of job creation, 
better than Europe and Japan. So, I am 
very proud of what the business sector has 
accomplished. And we are the most pros- 
perous and most generous and most pro- 
ductive Nation. But I would say that we’ve 
still got a long, long way to go, and we’ve 
got some big problems out there. But if we 
need a reminder of who we are, you can 
look around this room and see the creativity 
of business and see how you have added 
tremendously to the GNP of our country. 

Lately we’ve been talking a lot publicly— 
the last couple of weeks—about ethics. And 
I need your help in establishing and then 
achieving the highest possible standards and 
then performance in the field of ethics. It 
isn’t just government. I think we need to 
set the best possible example in corporate 
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America, in the workplace itself, and then 
certainly in government service. We’ve got 
to do better in terms of eliminating con- 
flicts of interest for those who serve. And 
we need to assemble a government that the 
people can be proud of: a government, to a 
large extent, already comprised, I’d say, of 
honorable men and women who share con- 
viction that a public office is, indeed, a 
public trust. 

So, my emphasis on ethical public service 
is not some fad or passing fancy. It’s some- 
thing that I would like to see our adminis- 
tration institutionalize as best we can. 
Having said that, I am concerned about the 
excesses. And I’m talking to some right here 
in this room. I don’t think we ever want to 
make it so it’s impossible for men and 
women who have accomplished something 
to come and serve because of perception— 
it might throw a conflict of interest out 
there. And so, as we try to achieve our 
standards now and as we try to codify these 
standards, I hope we can do it without dis- 
couraging men and women from coming to 
Washington to serve. 

Last week, I appointed a bipartisan com- 
mission headed by former Judge and now 
our Ambassador Malcolm Wilkey. Cochair- 
man of that is Griffin Bell, who is favorably 
known to everybody in this room, a former 
great Attorney General of this country—to 
develop ethics reform proposals that are 
going to address all the branches of the 
Federal Government. And again, we wel- 
come from the business community the 
advice and counsel on this effort. 

Some of you have sent Boyden Gray, my 
General Counsel, your own codes of ethics 
and worked .with him in this regard, and 
that’s been very helpful to us. It’s because 
some businesses are way out front on set- 
ting standards that I think will have good 
relevance for the Federal Government. We 
have to simultaneously assure that our 
public servants have the highest possible 
ethical standards at the same time we 
ensure that we don’t create _ this 
bureaucratic quagmire that keep honorable 
men and women from serving. And this 
one, as I just mentioned, is not easy. It is a 
delicate balance. 

The American people know that we’re 
facing some very tough choices in the 
weeks and months ahead. I still feel that 
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they want us to hold the line on taxes and 
that they want us to keep this economic 
engine going. They realize that that’s 
mainly a function of the private sector. But 
we in government have a responsibility to 
see that we don’t enact things that inad- 
vertently slow down the economic engine 
of this country. I’ve got to have as a prime 
goal seeing the creation of more jobs, more 
growth. And so, next week we’re going to 
have to come forward with some tough de- 
cisions when I send a budget message up 
there to the Congress a week from yester- 
day. 

We want to keep this deficit heading 
downward. And I’ve heard from a lot of you 
here the importance of having what we 
send up there credible so that world mar- 
kets will understand that this is for real. 
And if the world markets understand that 
it’s for real—it doesn’t have to happen over- 
night—then I think we’re going to see a 
very salutary effect on interest rates. So, we 
want to keep the deficit heading down- 
ward. And I’m pledged, obviously, to that 
goal. 

There’s another thing about the people of 
this country. Americans have long been 
committed to helping people at home and 
abroad in achieving literacy, housing, and 
safety—a commitment that stems from our 
innate sense of fairplay as a people, innate 
sense of justice, if you will. So, there’s more 
than altruism involved. And when I talk 
about a kinder and gentler nation, I realize 
that you cannot legislate kindness. The 
President can’t sign an Executive order and 
decree that we have a gentle nation. 

But the Presidency does provide an in- 
comparable opportunity to set a tone, to 
lead a movement. And so, I wanted to ask 
all of you to do that which so many of you 
are already doing: Involve yourselves in this 
vast cooperative movement, unparalleled in 
magnitude, certainly unparalleled in its no- 
bility of purpose. And I’m talking about the 
concept of voluntarism, the concept of na- 
tional service. It’s going to be a movement 
whose leadership extends from the South 
Lawn of the White House to the grassroots 
of America, but really, it’s the other way 
around because it’s the communities and it’s 
neighbors that really have the line action 
on this concept—a movement that respects 





the dignity of the individual and that is 
steeped in the values that have made this 
country great for more than 200 years. And 
it is this spirit that De Tocqueville found 
when he looked at this country of neighbor 
helping neighbor that has made us decent 
and generous, more so, I’d say, than any 
other country. And if we can revitalize the 
embers of that spirit, we will be this kinder 
and gentler place to live. 

And that’s where many of you, as I say, 
have already starred. As I look around this 
room—and I’m not going to start singling 
out the examples that are represented here 
of your commitment to literacy or fighting 
drugs or whatever it is—and you can do it 
far better, far more effectively than the 
Federal Government in Washington, DC. 
The essence of our government, of course, a 
democracy of and for and by the people. 

To be successful, our movement on na- 
tional service has got to be exactly the same 
thing. And the challenges are great. Gov- 
ernment, as I say, cannot do everything, 
certainly can’t do it alone without the will 
of the people. It really can’t do anything. 

But we’ve opened here now an Office of 
National Service. Gregg Petersmeyer, 
under the Chief of Staff, has the lead on 
that. It will be in the White House. It will 
help lead the community and national serv- 
ice programs. We will not only build on 
what was known as the private sector initia- 
tives, which President Reagan began and 
which many of you in this room were ac- 
tively involved in, but actively Ill be seek- 
ing your leadership and involvement on 
specific initiatives; one, the Yes to America 
Foundation, Youth Entering Service, which 
I talked about last fall and which I’m deter- 
mined to implement this winter. 

I don’t want the Federal Government 
getting in the way, incidentally, of the tens 
of thousands of volunteer programs that 
work effectively. I simply want to encour- 
age more voluntarism. 

You know, each of us is shaped in life by 
little events or things that he or she en- 
countered. And I remember 8 years ago— 
or maybe 10 now, campaigning in John 
Sununu’s State, and being told of the Meals 
on Wheels program in Salem, New Hamp- 
shire—that the volunteer aspect of that pro- 
gram had been eroded out by Federal legis- 
lation and that the regulations were drawn 
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in such a way that the neighbors that had 
been helping older neighbors no longer 
were free to participate and volunteer. So, I 
certainly think we have to avoid that kind 
of crowding out on the part of the regula- 
tors, on the part of my administration, or on 
the part of the United States Congress. 

During the past several months, you’ve 
heard me speak of a thousand points of 
light. That’s given the cartoonists a wide 
array of new material—{/aughter|—the best 
one being a thousand pints of light keg— 
[laughter]. But other people are beginning 
to understand what I perhaps very inarticu- 
lately talked about. I’ve been using that 
phrase as shorthand for the fact that we’re a 
nation of communities, thousands of busi- 
ness and professional and religious and 
ethnic communities and in this diversity is 
our key to success, it’s our strength. 

The community, next to the family, is the 
most important unit of our nation. And I’ve 
got to remember that as we kind of come 
up with urban policies—or Liddy and I 
work together on child care, or whatever 
else it is—a community has got to be more 
than just the bricks or mortar. Our commu- 
nity, our town, our neighborhood: It’s 
where we live, where we work, where the 
kids play, and it’s where we invite friends 
over. And so, we’ve got to keep these com- 
munities strong by whatever kinds of polli- 
cies we spell out in our administration. 

I’m committed to dramatically increasing, 
and a lot of this is simply exhortation, com- 
munity participation in order to pragmati- 
cally address the difficult problems that are 
challenging our country. We need to build 
this community spirit in every community, 
large and small. And we need to tap Amer- 
ica for its very best in terms of dedication 
and the leadership. 

You all have been more active than most, 
I know, in community service and so I 
again want to say thank you. You have my 
heartfelt respect. We need your work. We 
need your experience. And to those of you 
who are still looking for ways to help, I just 
would urge you to come on in, the water’s 
fine. We need you to help us face this chal- 
lenge. It’s not just your money, individually 
and corporate, it’s time and, again, it’s ex- 
hortation on the part of the leaders of the 
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business community. So, I would welcome 
your help on all of that. 

Let me just end by a quick update. I 
know it’s of interest to people here, the 
visit yesterday with the Japanese Prime 
Minister went well. He was—Takeshita 
was—Prime Minister Takeshita was our first 
official formal foreign visitor to come here 
to this country. And during our discussions 
yesterday we simply reaffirmed our respon- 
sibilities in the cause of world peace. We 
also reviewed the progress that our nations 
have achieved in bringing the economies 
into better balance and in further opening 
our markets to each other’s goods and serv- 
ices. We, in this country, carry a dispropor- 
tionate responsibility for the defense re- 
quirements of free countries. Japan, given 
its economic standing today, is willing to 
accept much more in the way of responsi- 
bility for helping in the whole development 
aid side of things. So, we had a good chance 
to discuss that. We did not go into every 
trade problem that faces our country. Both 
of us are realistic men, the Japanese Prime 
Minister and me, and we realize we're 
going to have some confrontation at times 
or certainly some differences of opinion. 
But I’m going to do my level best, working 
with our good new trade team, to be sure 
that we are treated fairly, that we have 
access, that we are not operating under 
standards that favor one side to the detri- 
ment of the other. 

But the visit went well, and I think Prime 
Minister Takeshita wants very much to 
have that cooperative relationship. And we 
don’t want to take these things for granted. 
It’s not the reason I’m going to Japan for 
the funeral—to pay my respects on behalf 
of the American people to the Emperor— 
but it has something to do with it—that’s 
broader. I think we have—I should be 
doing that—looking to the present and to 
the future. But I just wanted to assure you 
that the visit yesterday had gone reasonably 
well. 

In the meantime, we still are under study 
in terms of our relationship with the Sovi- 
ets. I know everyone here is very much 
interested in that relationship. I am confi- 
dent that General Secretary Gorbachev 
knows that our review is not a foot-drag- 
ging operation. I don’t want to miss an op- 
portunity, but I don’t want to do something 
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that’s imprudent either. And so, with our 
Secretary of State, ably backed up and as- 
sisted by my National Security Adviser, we 
are undertaking a policy review with the 
Soviet Union. There will be no great shocks. 
There will be no turning our back on the 
potential for progress. But there will be 
taking the proper amount of time so that 
when we do go forward, whether it’s on 
conventional arms control, or strategic 
arms, or whatever else it is—the economic 
front, regional problems, human rights— 
we're going to be marchirig together in this 
administration. And the Soviets, I think, 
now understand that there’s no foot-drag- 
ging. But I wanted you to know that I un- 
derstand the importance of this relationship 
and that I am determined to see us move 
forward. I want to see us get out in front if 
we possibly can, but I don’t think that we 
have to be just restless because General 
Secretary Gorbachev made a very interest- 
ing set of proposals at the United Nations a 
few months—now a month or so ago. So, 
we’re going to look at the whole array of 
these issues. In the meantime, we’re taking 
a look at the hemisphere. 

Some of you have read about trying to 
work with the Congress. I’m very serious 
about it, and the product of the Congress in 
some ways—I realize that maybe we can 
wait until February 9th, which is only 6 
days away, before we go after each other on 
things. But we’re realists, and we know 
there is going to be differences on what I 
send up. But I think most people that un- 
derstand the Congress certainly would give 
them credit, and I do, for a willingness at 
this juncture to talk. We had a very inter- 
esting, and I’d say productive, meeting with 
the leaders of key committees—Ways and 
Means and Finance and Banking and Bank- 
ing—and then the leaders today and this 
question of facing this savings and loan 
problem. And they’re not going to agree 
with everything I propose next week, but 
we've had a chance to consult and to listen 
to them, and I’m determined to try that, 
carry that forward. And I think it will be 
good for domestic policy, and I’m absolutely 
convinced that it is vital for foreign policy 
because we’ve been sending confusing sig- 
nals around the world of two major 





branches of government that can’t ever 
quite get together on something important. 

I’m not naive. I know we’re going to have 
differences, but I just wanted you to know I 
think that approach is certainly worth a try. 
And so, that’s about where we stand. 

I’m delighted you all are here. Again, I 
ask for your help, and lest you be unper- 
suaded by what I’ve said, I would now like 
to be one who has been—invite one to 
come in here who has been dubbed by no 
less an authority than Time Magazine as the 
Silver Fox because—{/aughter|—she’s 
worked for so many of you in education 
that I want her to come in and say thank 
you if she’s here. 

Barbara, enter. I’ve got all your education 
crowd around. 

Mrs. Bush. Thank you. 

The President. ve been making a pitch 
for voluntarism. 

Mrs. Bush. | heard you. 

The President. And they’re going to do it. 

Mrs. Bush. 1 heard you. I heard him. I 
heard what he said. And what I really came 
in to say was use me. I’m willing to come. If 
you'll do what he asks, I'll come and help in 
any way I can—literacy, the homeless—any- 
thing. You call, and I'll come. 

Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:03 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
opening remarks, the President referred to 
Secretary of Labor Elizabeth Dole; Roger B. 
Porter, Assistant to the President for Eco- 
nomic and Domestic Policy; J. Bonnie 
Newman, Assistant to the President for 
Management and Administration; Andrew 
H. Card, Jr., Assistant to the President and 
Deputy to the Chief of Staff; C. Boyden 
Gray, Counsel to the President; Stephen M. 
Studdert, Assistant to the President for Spe- 
cial Activities and Initiatives; David F. 
Demarest, Jr., Assistant to the President for 
Communications; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant 
to the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; Richard C. Breeden, Assistant to the 
President for Issues Analysis; Gregg Peters- 
meyer, Deputy Assistant to the President for 
National Service; Marlin Fitzwater, Assist- 
ant to the President and Press Secretary; 
Joseph W. Hagin II, Deputy Assistant to the 
President for Appointments and Schedul- 
ing; Michael Boskin, Chairman of the 
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Council of Economic Advisers; Bobbie Kil- 
berg, Deputy Assistant to the President for 
Public Liaison; James W. Cicconi, Assistant 
to the President and Deputy to the Chief of 
Staff; and John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff 
to the President. 


Remarks on Meeting the Super Bowl 
Champion San Francisco 49ers 


February 3, 1989 


The President. Welcome. Please be 
seated. Jack—that’s our Cabinet star, Jack 
Kemp. Did you all get a chance to see him? 
Good. 

Well, Eddie DeBartolo and Coach Walsh 
and the staff and all the players here from 
the 49ers, let me just say first congratula- 
tions to all of you and welcome to the 
White House. This victory last month of the 
49ers as indisputably the world’s champion 
sets you up as that in every sense of the 
word. And with this, your third Super Bowl 
title in 8 years, you rewrote the record 
books and raised the game of football to a 
new level of excellence. In divising your 
game plan, Bill Walsh proved once again 
why he’s considered one of the greatest 
coaches ever, and in leading your team 97 
yards in the final three minutes, Joe, you 
once again showed your grace under pres- 
sure. I guess we all wonder why did it take 
so long—{laughter|—but nevertheless the 
country saw it. 

And, Jerry Rice, what can I say that 
hasn’t already been said? I’ve heard there is 
a new TV series coming out based on your 
Super Bowl performance—Miami Rice. 
[Laughter] Available in every city in the 

ntry except one—{/aughter|—Cincin- 

, that is. [Laughter] And Joe and Jerry 
handled the aerial attack, but when your 
team needed the tough yardage on the 
ground you turned to Roger Craig. And in 
his years as a 49er, Roger has given a whole 
new meaning to the words “gold rush,” and 
when he runs the football, the chances are 
he is headed for paydirt. 

It wouldn’t be fair to mention the offen- 
sive stars without also giving great credit to 
the defense. And during the first half, when 
the offense was having a tough time, the 
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defense kept you in that ballgame with 
their cool, smart, hard-hitting football. 


And speaking of tough times, in all of the 
hoopla surrounding the Super Bow! victory, 
most people have forgotten the adversity 
that you overcame just to get there. But 
you never gave up, you pulled together as a 
team, you came back step by step, game by 
game, and you eliminated mistakes, never 
stopped striving for excellence. And there is 
a lesson in that for—I think for all of us, but 
maybe particularly for the student body 
presidents and athletes that are here in the 
audience with us today. And that’s why I 
wanted you to share in this ceremony. To 
the young people here and across the coun- 
try, I'd like to remind you that what you 
achieve in your life depends a lot on what 
you achieve in school during the next few 
years. And if I could offer one piece of 
advice, it would be this—strive for excel- 
lence in all things and don’t accept medioc- 
rity. Being satisfied with mediocrity might 
be the easy way, but striving for excellence 
is the only way up. 

Some of you have already achieved excel- 
lence in football and perhaps in other sports 
as well. And I can tell you and the 49 play- 
ers, I’m sure—49ers—will agree, I am sure, 
that being good in sports is not enough to 
achieve excellence. You just have to be edu- 
cated for excellence. The main ingredient 
in each person’s success is individual initia- 
tive. It always has been, and it always will 
be. So I would say, if you’re willing to work 
hard and make sacrifices, you can accom- 
plish just about anything you set your mind 
to. And that’s what the American dream is 
all about. 


And, again, to all the 49ers, and to you, 
Coach Walsh, and to all the 49ers—my con- 
gratulations to you. And thanks for setting a 
superb example for our country. Thank you 
and God bless all of you. 


Mr. DeBartolo. Mr. President, it’s a great 
honor being here. And there’s a few presen- 
tations that Coach Walsh and the players 
want to make. I want to just make one 
announcement that we did find out that 
your ring size is 11 and a half. And we’re 
going to give you the first ring that comes 
out of production because we want you to 
be an honorary member of our team. And 
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we're with you a thousand percent in ev- 
erything you do. And God bless you and all 
that you do and thank you, sir. 

The President. Thank you. 

Mr. Montana. Thank you. Mr. President, 
first let me congratuate you also on your 
victory. And secondly, I also would like, on 
behalf of my teammates, say thank you for 
your hospitality here this afternoon. It 
means a lot to all of us. Not very often do I 
get to see many of these guys in ties. 
[Laughter] And thirdly, we'd like to present 
you with a little token of our appreciation, 
little autographed balls and—from the 
Super Bowl, and say best of luck to you. We 
wish you the best and thank you. 

The President. Thank you, that’s great. 
Thank you very much. 

Mr. Rice. Mr. President, we’re glad to be 
here. We’d like to thank you for bringing us 
out into your wonderful home. [Laughter] 
You know, I looked forward to this day and 
I just hope that we get an opportunity to 
come back next year and stand right here 
before you. And on behalf of the San Fran- 
cisco 49ers, I’d like to present you with this 
ball and—— 

The President. Thank you so much—the 
real thing. [Laughter] 

Mr. Rice. That’s the real thing from the 
Super Bowl. 

The President. Thank you very much. 
Thank you so much. Good luck to you. 

Mr. Walsh. Mr. President, we have also— 
we know you’re a runner, so we have a 
running suit. I’m not sure we suggest run- 
ning the streets of Washington, DC in this 
suit. [Laughter] In fact, we’re somewhat 
concerned we’re sort of—a little bit of over- 
kill here. Remember, the Redskin fans are 
all around us. [Laughter] But we do feel so 
proud to be part of this, to have won a 
world’s championship, but also, to be in 
your presence because we think you're 
going to do the greatest job we’ve seen in 
many, many years as President of the 
United States. Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:05 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. Edward 
J. DeBartolo is the owner of the San Fran- 
cisco 49ers. 








Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





January 28 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—former Secretary of State Henry A. Kis- 
senger. 

In the evening, the President attended 

the annual Alfalfa Club dinner at the Cap- 
ital Hilton Hotel. 


January 29 
In the morning, the President departed 


the White House for a brief stay at Camp 
David, MD. He returned to the White 
House in the afternoon. 


January 30 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—the National Service Team, to discuss 
an overall plan to involve other ele- 
ments of the Government in volunteer 
work. 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


January 31 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 
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In the evening, the President hosted a 
reception on the State Floor of the Resi- 
dence at the White House for members of 
the Senate congressional committee leader- 
ship. 

The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in Washington County, Utah, as 
a result of flooding caused by a dike failure 
at the Quail Creek Reservoir on January 1. 
He directed the Federal Emergency Man- 
agement Agency to provide funds to sup- 
plement State and local recovery efforts. 


The President has commissioned the fol- 
lowing members of the White House senior 
staff: 


Paul W. Bateman, of California, as Deputy As- 
sistant to the President for Management and 
Director of the Office of Administration; 

Phillip D. Brady, of California, as Deputy Assist- 
ant to the President and Director of Cabinet 
Affairs; 

Nicholas E. Calio, of Ohio, as Deputy Assistant 
to the President for Legislative Affairs; 

B. Jay Cooper, of Connecticut, as Deputy Assist- 
ant to the President and Deputy Press Secre- 
tary; 

Everett Boyd Hollingsworth, Jr., of Wyoming, as 
Deputy Assistant to the President for Legisla- 
tive Affairs; 

Roman Popadiuk, of New York, as Deputy As- 
sistant to the President and Deputy Press Sec- 
retary; 

Patricia Presock, of Virginia, as Deputy Assistant 
to the President; 

Gary John Andres, of Virginia, as Special Assist- 
ant to the President for Legislative Affairs; 

Nancy P. Dorn, of Texas, as Special Assistant to 
the President for Legislative Affairs; 

Juanita Donaghey Duggan, of Alabama, as Spe- 
cial Assistant to the President for Cabinet Af- 
fairs; 

Cooper Evans, of Iowa, as Special Assistant to the 
President for Agricultural Trade and Food As- 
sistance; 

John S. Gardner, of Maryland, as Special Assist- 
ant to the President and Assistant Staff Secre- 
tary; 

Alixe Reed Glen, of Washington, DC, as Special 
Assistant to the President and Deputy Press 
Secretary; 

Shirley M. Green, of Texas, as Special Assistant to 
the President for Presidential Messages and 
Correspondence; 

Stephen T. Hart, of Virginia, as Special Assistant 
to the President and Deputy Press Secretary; 
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John W. Howard, of New Jersey, as Special As- 
sistant to the President for Legislative Affairs; 

Hector F. Irastorza, Jr., of Virginia, as Special 
Assistant to the President and Deputy Director 
of the Office of Administration; 

Lehmann K. Li, Jr., of Connecticut, as Special 
Assistant to the President and Executive Secre- 
tary to the Economic Policy Council; 

Antonio Lopez, of Tennessee, as Special Assistant 
to the President and Director of the White 
House Military Office; 

Timothy John McBride, of Michigan, as Special 
Assistant to the President; 

Gordon Bissell Wheeler, of New York, as Special 
Assistant to the President for Legislative Af- 
fairs; 

Kenneth P. Yale, of Maryland, as Special Assist- 
ant to the President and Executive Secretary to 
the Domestic Policy Council; 

Rose M. Zamaria, of Florida, as Special Assistant 
to the President and Director of White House 
Operations. 


February 1 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—members of the National Association of 
Wholesale Distributors; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 

Bush hosted a reception in the Residence at 
the White House for the Diplomatic Corps. 


February 2 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—representatives of the banking industry; 

—leading female athletes; 


—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a reception on the State Floor 
of the White House for the House of Repre- 
sentatives committee leadership. 

Later in the evening, the President at- 
tended the New Jersey State Chamber of 
Commerce dinner at the Sheraton Washing- 
ton Hotel. 


February 3 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Penne Korth and Bobby Holt, cochair- 
men of the American Bicentennial In- 
auguration Committee; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the afternoon, the President left the 

White House for a weekend stay at Camp 
David, MD. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted February 1 


Edith E. Holiday, 
of Georgia, to be General Counsel for the 
Department of the Treasury, vice Mark Sul- 
livan III, resigned. 


William M. Diefenderfer III, 

of Virginia, to be Deputy Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget, vice 
John F. Cogan, resigned. 








Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released January 31 


Advance text: 

Remarks to the crew of the U.S.S. America 
and naval shipyard employees in Norfolk, 
VA 
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Released February 2 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the President’s meeting 
with Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita of 
Japan—by Gaston J. Sigur, Assistant Secre- 
tary of State for East Asian and Pacific Af- 
fairs 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Note: No acts approved by the President 
were received by the Office of the Federal 
Register during the period covered by this 
issue. 
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